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Academic textbooks: Functions & Features

By: ‘Ali-Mohammad Kardan

In this article, as its title shows, the author discusses functions and features of
academic textbooks. In spite of the emergence of current modern and astounding
informational devices, still book has a crucial role in all levels and stages of educa-
tion and training, including higher education; The author believes that academic text-
books have or /must have certain features dis-tinguishing it from other books, so that
meeting objectives of higher education must be the first step in compiling academic
textbooks. Observing psychological characteristics of students that are mostly young
is the next step. In this article, after mentioning the objectives of higher education

d stating psychology of youth, the author enumerates the characteristics of academ-

ic textbooks in terms of content and writing style, and presents the principles of com-
piling such works.

Keywords: academic textbooks, scientific essence, word choice, knowledge
production, psychological characteristics

Lead Through Vision and Values

By: “All Rezalyan

A high-quality process of vision generation and implementation as well as a high
quality of content of the vision are related to high organizational and individual per-
formance. The eleven principles proposed here summarize the empirical knowledge
concerning leading through vision. Managers who follow guidelines in discusion will
be able to help their organizations to perform at a higher level.

Leading through vision, however, does not necessarily lead to higher organiza-
nal performance. There are numerous examples showing that visionary leaders

contribute as much to the downfall of organizations as to their success. As analyzing
the causes of success and failure we recognize that enjoying a great vision is not a
substitute for good management. Consequently, managers should carefully monitor
signs of excessive work loads. As well, it is necessary for them to re-think their
strategies on a continual basis. This requires top-managers to be committed to their
vision but to be flexible in its implementation.

Kevwords: vision. content, lead, principle, empirical knowledge. performance




harmonize these elements with itself. This can be possible by future depicting, which
makes an insight into the desired future, and presents a real perspective of it: and/or

it promotes a planned perception of the desired status to impose an inspired perspec-
tive to the future.

In international levels, depicting the future which is generally conducted by
advanced countries causes other countries make reactions or oppositions — reactions
which are intentional or unintentional in various ways such as harmonic, passive.
chaotic, active and hyperactive reactions.

However the main achievement of this discussion is that societies must present
an appropriate picture of their own future, a picture which enjoys enough attraction
to encourage the members of the relevant societies. This picture is sometimes shaped
on the basis of recreating a desired situation through the past fantasies, or on the sta*.
tus quo, and sometimes merely on a perspective focusing on the future. What matters
is that the future picture must be constructed on a fair and realistic basis, for other-
wise it may be considered as a deceitful design which is fugitive, fragile and
ephemeral because of its inflexibility toward the idealistic progress of the human
societies.

Keywords: prognostication, prediction. future construction, inspiration, hyper-
active reaction, the third wave, the end of history

New Methods of Compiling and Publishing Academic Textbooks

By: Mohammad Armand

New methods of compiling and publishing academic textbooks in the modemn
world vary greatly from the previous ones. In traditional method of compiling book.
author stands separate from the publisher, i. e. author prepares a text and vields it to
publisher who according to his own preferences publish it after modest modifications
and a slight edition. However, in new methods author and publisher do not act inde-
pendently, but interact with each other in processing the book, so that book compil-
ing and producing fundamentally take place in a team work. This article deals with
both traditional and new methods of compiling and publishing academic textbooks.

Keywords: textbook, electronic publishing, book compiling

Academic textbooks: Functions & Features




Toward a Model of Text Comprehension and Production

By: Kintsch, W. & van Dijk. T. A.
Translated and Excerpted by: Zahra Abu’l-Hasani
A processing model which can partially concretize abstract operation of the
mind and hypothetically display the procedure of text production and comprehension
can also explain issues of learning from text. This article is concerned with con-
stituents of text comprehension process, such as text coherence devices and gist for-
mation in one hand, and generation of recall and summarization protocols as output
processes in the other hand. In this model, a coherent text-base is constructed through
mental processes in sequential cycles and are controlled and conditioned by working
memory. On these lines, the semantic structure of text is defined in two levels:
macro- /global level where the whole text is regarded an integrated system. and
micro- /local level which has an intersentential status. In comprehension process,
macro-operators reduce the data to the gist, and in production process they act con-
versely, so that they construct and recreate propositions to produce recall and summa-
rization protocols.
. Keywords: text, coherence, microstructure, macrostructure, summarization

Depiction of the Future: Intervention Strategy in Social Systems

By: *Ali-Asgar Pur ‘Ezzat
Regarding the complexity of social systems and the presence of autonomous

interventors, designing and making the future requires a special strategy which can
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Guidelines for Preparing and Compiling Articles

Contributors are kindly requested to observe the following guidelines in preparing

the articles:

I. The official language of the Journal is Persian, but articles in other languages
(including English, French, Germany, Arabic, Russian, ...) are also appraised.

1. The articles should be based on scientific research of author(s), neither being pub-
lished/presented in any other journal, book. proceedings of any symposium or sci-

entitic conferences, nor should have been sent simultaneously to other journals.

. Publishable articles in the Journal are divided into six types: scientific articles,
analytic articles, review articles, compiled articles, book reviews, and research
papers.

. Translated articles are also appraised in the case of being in line with the objec-
tives of the Journal.

5.The presented articles should include the following sections:

a) First Page: English title of the article; name(s) of author(s)/translator(s) in English;
the latest academic degree, scientific rank and the respective institution of each
author in English: full address of the author in charge of correspondence (includ-
ing postal address. Tel./Fax No., and E-mail).

b) Second Page: the full title of the article in English; an English abstract (with at
most 200 words); keywords in English (at most 5 items).

¢) Next Pages: introduction, body of the article, conclusion. glossary, references, list
of figures and tables (in separate pages).

Note I: Foreign expressions and full forms of abbreviations are referred in footnotes,
choosing an accurate and expressive English equivalent for them.
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