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The positions consonants and vowels are written F-,"and L: F= CI, first consonant; =

C2, second consonant; and L = C3, third consonant. The last of these is repeated to

represent a fourth and, possibly, a fifth consonant. Thus CACC is written FA'L and

CACCAC is written FA'LAL.

The segments of the root (asl) take their positions in the arrangements thus
defined. The root itself is a complex element comprising two sides, one phonic
(three or four consonants) and the other semantic (a semantic value common to all

words which are derive from it, i. e. ma"na I, see note 1).
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Verbal morphology

The basic structures, which assume the form of the third person masculine of
perfective verbs, e. g. daraba, are involved in two types of processes: without
augment and with augment. The first corresponds to what is traditionally called
inflectional mor-phology, and the second to the morphology of derivation and
composition.

| Derivation ‘without augment’ does not modify the basic consenantal
structure and makes it possible to derive the verbal form of the imperfect and of the
imperative, by prefixation and...
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Derived nominal morphology
Participles and their intensive forms, adjectives, nouns of time, place, and
instrument, and comparatives are derived from the imperfect with which they have a

relationship which is formal (they share the same structure, CVCCVC: yafal

mafal, maf'il, a Gl...) and/ or semantic. The explanation of the derivational schema
(see Figure 4.1) proposed in Bohas and Guillaume (1984), applied to the intensive

adjective ‘akuw! (“uzzler’), enables one to have a more precise understanding of
these processes.
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Similarly, there is a tradition of declaiming poetry, and it is by analysing the
suprasegmental phenomena within that framework that we can hope to progress,
while, of course, correlating our analysis with the collection of facts which we
know, but without asking the Arab grammarians and metricians to treat points which
did not fall within their province, that would be as absurd as to reproach specialists
of the nahw for not treating figures of speech, when this field belonged to the
rhetoricians.
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2. Linguistics
el word stress s Phrase stress U_:lfjl g X

4, unmarked
5. marked
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points about the materials they have developed.

The analysis of these four coursebooks reveals that simply following
the fashion to publish books is not all the curriculum needs and that in
preparing English coursebooks utmost knowledge, expertise and caution are
required and have to be taken into consideration by non-native book writers
and compilers. The sense of responsibility and devotion in writing a
coursebook is certainly a decisive factor in the quality of any coursebook,
not to mention the crucial subsequent effects coursebooks may have on the
target population.

The other point to consider is the fact that replication assumes various
forms. What starts as worthy of endeavor may end as a serious violation of
professional ethics and law. To make a more intelligent choice when
assigning a book to their students, teachers need to thoroughly and
comprehensively study their course objectives first, and then examine the
different alternatives available to choose the most standard and relevant
coursebooks.

We, aiming at complete objectivity and impartiality, feel obliged not
to recommend any of the four books over the other three but to once more
caution against any waste of resources of whatever kind.
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Even the explanations on those samples are from the book Scoap, printed on
the back of that book.

The types of exercises and activities in all these books are mostly
typical reading comprehension questions ranging from multiple-choice items
to T/F, open-ended questions, and matching tasks although some more
challenging tasks, like discussion on the main idea and some other points in
the text, can be found in Book C (pp. 48-49). Controlled exercises and tasks
are quick and somehow easy to answer indicating whether or not the learner
is able to identify some points mentioned in the text. They are a convenient
means of testing, because they save time and keep the class moving on
schedule. However, they cannot be the only ideal form of exercises. in a
journalistic reading course the learner needs to expand his/her knowledge
and skills in learning how to interpret different aspects of texts with respect
to the writer’s bias and attitude. Guided tasks and exercises may not be
sufficient to assist the student with the aforementioned objective. They do
not give the learner enough opportunity to practice and expand those skills.
This requires journalistic coursebook writers to include more activities,
requiring the leaner to be in more interaction with the text.

Survey questions, like questionnaires based on journal articles to make
the learner think more about the text, tables asking the learner to fill some
missing information, charts presenting comparable information and news of
different texts on the same topic or event, are possible examples of the
materials which allow the learner to go beyond a simple or limited choice
and enable him/her negotiate his/her own ideas too. Moreover, the list of
headline vocabulary introduced in Book D (pp. 14-16) is exactly adopted
from the book Meet the Press (pp. 103-104). The same is true of book C.
The list of headline vocabulary in that book is also the same as the list in
Book D (pp. 19-21), copied from the book Meet the Press.

Conclusion

Despite all new and modern instructional materials used along with
coursebooks, these books are regarded as the main part of teaching in most
language classes. Teachers still need to select a proper coursebook suitable
for their students’ needs and course expectations. Coursebook evaluation
helps teachers to make sound decisions in choosing the right source for
teaching. It also draws coursebook writers” and publishers’ attention to some
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As the table indicates, although a broad range of vocabulary is provided in
Book A (383). there is no example for each word. Books B and D include
example sentences with the words to show how those words with their new
journalistic meanings are used in a sentence. In Book C this is done only
with 61 words, and 40 words are left with no example, though some of the
words of the 40-item list are included on the list of the second group with
examples. Word contextualization (using words in a context like a phrase,
sentence, or even a paragraph) is a way to help the learner understand the
meaning of that word well, particularly when the word is used with a
meaning different than its primary meaning as it is true with journalistic
words, which are usually monosyllabic and are used with a different concept
than their primary meaning.

Headline writers usually use abbreviations and acronyms in their
headlines. This is done to occupy less space and make the headline more
condensed. In Book A no section on this interesting feature is included. The
reader would wonder why Book B includes some exercises on abbreviations
and acronyms while it does not provide any explanation about this feature or
any list of abbreviations and acronyms common in English journalistic texts.
Books C and D provide such a list and explanation. But in both books the
number of the acronyms and abbreviations on the lists is not adequate (Book
C: 40; Book D: 18, and 43 words used in advertisements, pp. 147-148). It is
interesting that there is a list of acronyms and abbreviations in Book D,
entitled “Acronyms and Abbreviations in Common Use Online” giving
example types such as “OIC”, which stands for this sentence “Oh I See”. or
another example like “BTW?", standing for the phrase “By The Way”. Such
abbreviations and acronyms are used in online chat rooms of the Internet and
do not appear in journalistic texts, even in the online types. These kinds of
words, phrases, and sentences have their own linguistic and stylistic features
and are used in a quite different context. The reviewer wonders why the
writer included them in a book on readingjournalistic texts.

There are articles and sample headlines in Books C and D which are
borrowed from the Books Scoop and Meet the Press. Examples are:

I. Book C: exercises b & d (p. 4), from the book Scoop (p.15)

2. Book C: exercise e (p. 4), from the book Meet the Press (p. 8)

3. Book D: all sample headlines on pp. 5-6, from the book Scoop (p. 13).
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texts and exercises. Book A is more successful with respect to internal unit
organization.

Book A B &

Number of units 8 6 5 4
Table 1. The number of units in each book

At the beginning of each unif, there is a part presenting the
“Objectives” of the unit “stating”™ what the student will learn and will do
after reading that unit, The “Preview” part follows, acting as a warm-up start
to prepare the student for the whole content of the unit. Then come the
explanations on the unit topic, sample journalistic texts, self-assessment
questions, and finally a part as “Journalistic Terms” with definitions for
those terms. This internal kind of unit arrangement and material provision
makes Book A a suitable full-coverage coursebook for a self-study course
offered by a specific type of Iranian university _ Payam-e Noor_ in which
the course offer is based on a self-study program for all majors in English.
Book A’s extensive coverage of materials and exercises, though
understandable and eminent for a self-study program, makes this book too
bulky to be handled for a two-credit course usually held once a week. The
bulky content makes Book A more properly designed in English for students
of journalism than those majoring in English. Books B, C, and D, more or
less, suffer from the same thing as they try to blindly follow the content
coverage of Book A. The bulkiness goes further to the number and variety of
exercises in Books A and D. Book B mainly focuses on T\F, open-ended
essay-type questions, and less on vocabulary and completion questions.
Books B, C, and D provide the students with more challenging exercises on
headline writing. This series of exercises and actually the teaching points on
the syntactic structure and stylistic features of a headline is missing in Book A.

Table 2 displays the vocabulary list and other information about the
words in these books:

Book A B C D
Number of words 383 B5 101 61

Examples provided with Not included Included | ** Included
each word

#*+Book C: 40 words with no example;
61 words with examples
Table 2. The vocabulary range in each book
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paper and publication costs. This justification may go further on the notion
“commercial”, which can exclude college and university coursebooks.
Nevertheless, neither cost nor a non-commercial objective dedicated to such
books should make the compilers ignore this vital feature.

Bibliography and References

At the back of any book a list of references is also appended to show where
the material documentation originates. This list of references is more
necessary in the case of coursebooks. In this case, the number, the
publication date, and the relevance of the sources to the content of the
coursebook all should be considered. Book A provides a 22-item list which
are mostly on journalistic texts and techniques. 11, 7, and 11 are the numbers
of the references provided in Books B, C, and D, respectively. Book B was
published in 2002, but most of the references mentioned in that book were
published in the 1980s and 1990s. Only one of the sources was published in
2000. The same is true of Book D. The book was published in 2003, and
most of its references date back to the 1980s and 1990s except for one case
which was published in 2002; Book C’'s publication date is 2002; however,
the sources of that book date back to the 1980s and 1990s. In Book C some
newspapers and magazines are mentioned as the journalistic sources of the
news and articles, but the writer has not provided any information about the
issue numbers and dates of those journals and newspapers.

Technical Features

In weighing a coursebook, evaluators not only go through the formal and
graphical features but they are also concerned about the other aspects in
terms of which coursebooks are defined as a source of teaching and learning,
What makes a coursebook a real source of information is the amount and
type of the material for which the book is designed. Even though a book is
well-organized and graphically well-designed, there are still concemns
whether or not the book can cover the objectives of the course and fulfill the
learners’ course needs. The analysis comes as follows.

Like any other textbook, these four books are divided into different
chapters or units (Table 1), trying to provide both the teacher and the student
with different sections and topics usually presented in journals and
newspapers. Such topics as headlines, special effects and features, types of
news, and editorials are among those different topics. The introduction of
each unit of the books often starts with an explanation followed by sample
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analysis reveals that each book lacks some aspect of an attractive layout. In
each of theses coursebooks certain physical characteristics are missed, hence
a cause for some unattractiveness, content obscurity, and, to a great extent,
boredom and irrelevance. This weakening point is seen in Rooks A, B, and
C. The special paragraphing and print format of these three books do not
allow them to go beyond an ordinary courscbook. Learners may feel they do
not read journalistic texts. In Book A, only Unit 8 (advertisements, p. 19; pp.
187-216), and also the part presenting some caricatures (pp.17-18) make
these parts of the book appear relevant to the purpose of such a material. In
Book C, only the headlines presented in chapter one and the section on
acronyms in chapter of the book are put in boxes to sct them off from the
other parts of the text. The books could have been saved from this
weakening feature if the material had been exerted from the sources of the
news, i. e. newspapers and journals. This is almost done in Book D, although
even the type font in the book, which is too graphical, blurs this good feature
of Book D.

In addition to the lack of graphical appearance and paragraphing, no
photo relating to the news is inciuded in Books A, C, and D. In Book B some
pictures are put beside several news stories, but the number of those photos,
compared to the number of the pages, is not adequate.

All these four books are organized in accordance with the normal
order of the parts of a typical newspaper or magazine. Headlines and their
features, leads, news stories, articles, features, letters, and advertisements
form the organization of these four books.

The analysis also shows that in all these books some news on
international events is included as well. In Books A, C, and D the number of
international news items is larger than the number of the news stories on
national issues, while in Book B this is noticeably avoided and more news
on national events is included as well.

Richards (2004) notes “commercial textbooks usually have high
standards of design and production and hence are appealing to leamners and
teachers.” Although Richards asserts that commercial books need to be
visually appealing, the compilers and publishers of the aforementioned
coursebooks may reason that the lack of physical attractiveness is due to
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languages. and not only in English, which is the aim of this course.
Scholars in English are expected to generate self originated and novel

sentences. Copying is not welcome in developing materials, textbooks, and
articles unless they are quoted directly or put in quotation marks. In Book D,
the whole introduction is totally adapted from a textbook entitled SCOOP
(1998). The third paragraph is taken from SCOOP without saying why Book
D helps learners be “better able to deal ... . This is sufficiently argued for in
the original source — Scoop - as the author mentions the ability is developed
via practicing through various skills. This copying is also seen in Book B:
the first sentence of the opening paragraph.

Cover and Layout
In textbook evaluation, evaluators usually analyze a textbook regarding its
physical layout and cover design. The justification is that both teachers and
students are partly tempted to choose, study and purchase a book if it is
physically attractive. Moreover, teachers instinctively and academically posit
that the physical characteristics can reasonably reflect the content of the
textbook. Book A’s cover design is too simple to suggest what the book is
about. The book would be mistaken for a general reading coursebook if the
title were not “Reading Journalistic English”. The cover design of Book D is
also simple, but at first glance it seems pertinent: pictures of renowned
people and locations along with English and Persian headlines on both front
and back covers. The question is why the author has chosen the headlines
not matching the pictures and why Persian headlines are used while there is
not any picture related to Iranian landscapes, figures, personages, and events.
In addition, in this reading course, students are not to translate any text and
there is not any section of the book dealing with Persian newspaper
headlines. Consequently, the cover is rendered irrelevant, poor, or even
misleading. Book C’s cover is graphically acceptable, Yet, it is weakened by
the title “Learn the Press.” Semantically, the word “press™ does not collocate
with the word “learn™ as people leamn about newspapers (press), but not learn
them. The cover of Book B matches what the coursebook presents.

Also, the overall layout of these four coursebooks was analyzed. The
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more difficult when it comes to selecting a textbook at university level.
University students majoring in English are assumed to receive language
forms and functions as well as to be informed and educated in that subject to
progress in their future career. Yet, their interests should not be overlooked
and they should not be treated as mere information processors. By selecting
a proper book for their students, the college instructors can make a balance
between the academic and affective needs of their students.

The present paper is aimed at evaluating four books currently used in
the course “Reading Journalistic Texts™ at Iranian universities and colleges.
These books are Reading Jowrnalistic English (1995); Practice with
Newspapers (2001); Learn The Press (2002) and Reading Journalistic Texts
(2003). For the sake of convenience, the books are referred to as Books A,
B, C, and D, respectively. The evaluation is adapted from the models
devised by Garinger (2002) and Garinger (2004), but it is modified to suit
the task more reasonably as the books are used in a specific course.
Therefore, the present evaluation deals with two categories of general and
technically specific features of the above-mentioned textbooks.

General Aspects

Introduction

All the four books start with an introductory part trying to give an
informative background on the language and structure of English
newspapers plus the content organization of the book. In this case, Books C
and D fail to achieve this goal. Neither of the two books pays close attention
to the chapter divisions and the order of the materials. Books A and B
present an almost adequate introduction on the layout, though this is more
reasonably done in Book A. Aside from a poor introduction, Book C
includes such additional or missing parts as what comes in the first sentence
of the opening paragraph: “The content of this course....” which can be
changed to “The aim of a reading journalistic course... .”. This poses a
question: does the sentence introduce a course or a coursebook, and if it is
about a course, what course i1s that? Another example comes from the part
“... reading mass media ... .”” By definition, mass media refers to means of
public communication reaching a large audience. The words “radio” and
“television™ as different examples of mass media do not collocate with the
word “reading”. In addition, as it comes in sentence 7, line 8, in Book C, the
phrase “the newspapers” is a general reference to reading newspapers in all




However, to incorporate a great number of reading materials in a
language curriculum is not the only objective. Language learners need to
read and become familiar with various types of literary and nonliterary
texts. Language teachers have come to this conclusion that what makes a
reading material more beneficial for leamers is its authenticity, that is, the
degree to which these texts have the qualities of natural writing and allow
“students to practice tasks they are likely to encounter outside the
classroom” (Yutdhana, 2002).

Newspapers and magazines are two examples of authentic reading
materials; authentic in that they are written to provide the reader with the
latest news on local and global events. Yutdhana (2002) stresses the latter
benefit from reading journalistic texts as follows:

Since critical readers reflect not only on the content of the text but
also on the interpretation of it, the materials selected for developing
students’ thinking should be open to interpretation. News seems to be an
appropriate source for critical reading because students can be encouraged to
think about it from various perspectives. Apart from the vocabulary and
grammatical aspects of the news, students have opportunities to discuss
underlying cultural, political, and social aspects of the stories.

The dual role of journalistic texts as a source of news and language
input along with introducing the cultural aspects makes such materials both
valuable and interesting for second and foreign language learners.

Textbooks in the Curriculum (The Importance of Writing and
Publishing a Textbook)
Textbooks are usually viewed as an indispensable part of education and the
educational process. They provide teachers with information and content of
the subject matter, organized to fulfill the specific objectives of the course.
For students, a coursebook is a primary vehicle bringing them chances to
practice the subject to reach the goals defined for them in the curriculum.
This virtually established role of textbooks extends into language
programs too. In nearly all language classes a coursebook is the main source
of “language input” and “language contact” for learners and is looked at as
the yardstick of the teacher’s presentation. Language teachers, like teachers
in other fields, need to choose a coursebook or often have to use the ones
proposed by program administrators and sponsors. This makes the decision
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Duplication vs. Innovation: A case study

Nasser Atasheneh & Farzaneh Mir
Islamic Azad University
Abadan-Khorramshahr branch

Of the main components constituting an educational program are (text-)
books. Both teachers and students, worldwide, view them as an
indispensable means of achieving their relevant course objectives. Their role
being so crucial, various rules and regulations have evolved as to their
preparation and writing. The multitude of books published in recent years in
our country is, no doubt, a confirmation to the above_mentioned important
role. But it is feared that stressing quantity might jeopardize quality, and that
there are some doubts as to the observance of relevant standards. In their
review of four books prepared specifically for the course “Reading
Journalistic Texts” for Iranian university students majoring in the English
language program. the authors of this paper try to examine the application of
related criteria in (text-) book writing. |

These books are Reading Jouwrnalistic English (Tahririan, 1995);
Practice with News papers (Shams, 2001); Learn The Press (JalilneJad
2002), and Reading Journalistic Texts (Pahlevan & Sazvar 2003).

Introduction

Ample research in the past two decades (1980s-1990s) on cognition and
metacognition in language learning confirms the active role of reading. In
this growing trend of utilizing cognitive and metacognitive linguistic skills
in the 21" century, reading no longer stands as a classroom task inspiring
conversational activities. Reading is an active skill which involves the reader
in “activating his relevant knowledge and related language skills” to
comprehend and_to some extent_rebuild the writer’s message. In addition to
this non-subordinate position, reading plays another important role in
language learning. It not only serves communication, but alse functions as a
“source of comprehensible input as they learn the language™ (Chastain, 1988).
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* Translated articles are also appraised in the case of being in line with the
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* The presented articles should include the following constituents:
- a length of not more than 20 pages;

- both Persian and English titles of the article:

- both Persian and English spellings of the name(s) of the author(s) in case of the
translated articles;

- the scientific rank and the respective institution of the article’s author

- the full address of the author in charge of correspondence ,especially his/her e-mail
address:

- a Persian abstract (with at most 200 words), keywords in Persian (at most 5 items),
keywords in English (at most § items), introduction, body of the article,
conclusion, glossary, references, and the main copy of the figures and tables.

* The Journal’s orthography is in conformity with the official orthography of
the Academy of Persian Language and Literature.

* The transliteration of Persian and Arabic proper nouns should follow the
standard style of transliteration of Encyclopaedia Iranica.

* The content of the Journal is wholly and freely available in the central site
of the (SAMT).

*Any legitimate citation from the content of the Journal requires reference to
the source article.
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