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Investigating the thematic structure in Academic English Textbooks for Special
Purposes : The Comparison of Iranian and non-lIranian Writings

Mahnaz darabi', Soheila Tahmasbi*?, Ahmad Izadi®, Sasan Sharafi*

Abstract

In Functional Grammar, theme is a structure that plays a key role in message
processing and it refers to the subject matter to which the message relates. Due to
having such role, this linguistic concept is considered in the analysis of educational
texts by those interested in this field. In the present study, drawing upon textual
metafunction of Functional Theory, finding possible similarities and differences in the
theme selection of universities’ ESP textbooks in Humanities and Engineering
disciplines by Iranian(SAMT) and non-Iranian authors is of significant interest.The
method of this research is descriptive-analytical and the statistical population is 32
readable texts from the sources.The results showed that there is no significant
difference in the use of themes in the corpus, among authors,and between dicsiplines;
so that,100% experimental themes, simple themes more than multiple themes (76% vs.
24%) and textual themes more than interpersonal themes (22.5% vs. 2%) have been
used by all authors. It seems that the main reason for this similarity is related to the
genre similarity of writings. Based on the findings, the following results can be
inferred: Theme is meaningful in the English language and is taken into account in the
writing of academic textbooks, especially in ESP; the remarkable similarity and the
writing framework alignment of different authors with Halliday’s systemic functional
theory suggests the usefulness of this view in the evaluation of scientific books; the
authors' attention to the effectiveness of the textual metafunction as an efficient
resource in the construction, development, and coherence of texts, as well as its
efficiency in academic textbooks division to different genres is elaborated; finally, in
the light of these findings, it can be said that choosing a textbook based on the criteria
that the author is Iranian or not, is not desirable.
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1. Halliday systemic functional grammar
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. conjunctive adjunct
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Political Philosophy
Is Not Unreasonable If Such a
- - - It Theorist  Asks  Why  Such
Histories Deserve Attention
Could Not Exist Solely at the
State Level; The Focus Must Be
- _ First Institutions of At Both Macro and Micro
' Engagement  Levels, or Both the State
Political Realm and the Cultural
Subpolitical Realm
_ _ _ Another Related Concerns Areas of Power That
Challenges Have Not Developed any
Tangible Material Structures.
The Territorial
Unhindered L|m|_ts a_nd
by Terrl_torlal
Constraints Loyalties That -
- . Used to Define Have Dissipated
of Time,
Place or '.*‘?f."a”
. Activities and
Climate, .,
Political

Authority



VYA Olins) 5 5y PV B)led p)lgz g dlo  2K51 8 5, 5 a5 Y5

Vo Jgd dalsl
(Theme) S 51T
S (Rheme) ot
oslw - d).a:
< Ay e
Has Produced a New Kind of
. Global  Politics with  New
All This Expectations and New Styles of
Diplomatic Activity
In Great . Were Propelled by the Refo.rm
Britain - - Modern Parties Bills of 1832 and 1867, Which
' Expanded the Suffrage
B B Instead, It Would Be Every Interest Group
for Itself
As Parties
Are Are Also Teaching  Their
- - Integrating They Members How to Play the
Groups Into Political Game
Society,
Involves the Inconvenience of a
~ B B This Special Visit to the Official Place
Requirement  of Registration Several Weeks
Before the Election
In Western Three-Quarters Routinely Vote; In the United
- or More of the
Europe, . States Only Half Vote
Citizens
Vc-)rtr::i-lr-wyillicl)st Is Amiddle-Aged Man,College
- - Still, Educated,with a White-Collar
Every
Job
Democracy
Is More Likely to Vote in a
National Election If He Identifies
- - - He Strongly with a Political Party
Than If He Calls Himself an
Independent
- Certainly - What Goes Beyond the Sometimes
Constitutes ~ Rather Narrow Politico-Strategic
Diplomacy Conception Given to the Term
Today

What Intrigued
Streiter About
Modern
Architecture

Were the Similarities He Saw in
Wagner’s "Extremely
Progressive Program"with What
He Believed to Be the Most
Prominent New Movement in
German Architecture-Realism
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In French
Architecture,

- - Second,

- - That Is,

The Age of
High
Eclecticism

No Other
European City

Streiter

There

The Nature Of
Architectural
Success

Designing

Was Used in the Mid-1860s as a
Term of Derision by Detractors
of Euge'Ne-Emmanuel Viollet-
Le-Duc,Louis-Auguste Boileau,
and Other Proponents of the Use
of Iron

Prevailed, But Nowhere Perhaps
with the Intensity of Vienna

Could Vaunt a  Larger
Convocation of Architectural
Nobility

Claims That Wagner, By
Distinguishing  So  Sharply
Between Utilitarian Form and
Art, Leaves Himself With No
Means to  Explain  How
Construction Subsequently
Acquires Its Aesthetic Value..
Exist Different Conceptions of
the  Word “Theory” in
Architecture.

Is Not At Issue; The Question Is,
Rather, How Best to Achieve it.

Is Not a Linear Process.
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