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Abstract

The book “Structure of Scientific Revolutions” (1962), the most important work of
Thomas S. Kuhn, is one of the important educational sources in the area of the
history and philosophy of science. It is prevailing belief is that this book has played
an important role in the growth of the rationality of empirical knowledge in the
contemporary period by taking a critical look at the scientific and intellectual
achievements of man. However, if the critical view leads to the denial of truth and
reality, it acquires a dogmatic essence that contradicts the nature of criticism and
destroys the trust in knowledge and reason. By focusing on the views of Thomas
Kuhn expressed in the book “Structure of Scientific Revolutions”, Errol Morris tries
to show, in his book “The Ashtray”, that Kuhn has followed such a path in his work.
In this book, in addition to criticizing the content of relativism in Kuhn’s work,
Morris also pays attention to the psychological and social consequences of denying
reality. Errol Morris’s ultimate goal is to show that by relying on ambiguous
language and misconceptions of empirical knowledge, not only do the relativists
destroy the common human logic that is the rational basis of the experimental
sciences, but also destroy moral principles. They justify the continuity of war and
killing. In contrast to relativism, Morris defends a kind of moderate realism that is
equally distant from relativism and dogmatism and builds trust in science with the
possibility of criticism.
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2. Deleuze, Gilles (1991). Empiricism and Subjectiveity, Trans by Constantin v. Boundas,
New York: Columbia University Press.

3. solipsism
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