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Abstract

One of the fundamental functions of the Organization for Researching and Composing
University Textbooks in Humanities (SAMT) is writing and translating basic reference
sources. However, a review of some of these works reveals that, even after three decades
of activities in this field, there is a significant lacuna of research in the works published
in the area of educational sciences. The aim of the present study is to examine the causes
and effects of the existing lacuna by employing the content analysis method. The
statistical population used for the purpose comprised all the books published by SAMT
published in the area of educational sciences before 2016. For this purpose, 33 books
were selected by purposive sampling. The tool used for the purpose of this study was the
form prepared by “The Council for Reviewing Books and Texts on Human Sciences”.
Every book was reviewed by two university faculty members who were experts in the
related field. This study, in general, demonstrated that about 70 percent of experts
evaluated the books published by SAMT in the field of educational science are well-
organized with respect to the credibility of sources, accurate referencing, scientific
neutrality, objectivity, abiding by writing regulation, fluency of the texts, precise
equivalent terms, logical order of the contents as well as typography, layout, and binding.
Therefore, these indexes could be considered as the strengths of SAMT’s publications in
educational sciences. Nevertheless, about 30 percent of experts found the books to suffer
from certain deficiencies in terms of the use of updated sources, comprehensiveness of
the content, and the quality of analysis presented. This figure was even higher with
regard to the appearance of the publications. The study concludes by making some
suggestions for improving the quality of the published works.

Keywords
textbook, educational sciences, and “SAMT”.

This study has been extracted from the project “critical revision and the process of the
evolution of programs in the field of educational sciences (related to the comprehensive
plan for the promotion of humanities) and has been implemented by the Institute of
Humanities and Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran.
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