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Abstract

The textbook is the most important educational tool in all educational centers which
helps to achieve educational aims. That is why criticizing academic textbooks is
essential, because it leads to more effective textbooks. Considering the necessity
discussed, the present study intends to criticize the textbook entitled History of
Literary Criticism (Ahmadzadeh Heravi, 2013) published by "SAMT" publication
for undergraduate students of English language and English literature based on one
hundred features of academic books that are summarized in the ten categories. In
this research, critical analysis method has been used.

The investigations showed that the book in question has strengths and
weaknesses. Its strengths include "matching the content presented in each chapter of
the book with the topic of each section”, “transparency and fluency of writing" and
"logical coherence of the chaptering of the content”. Its weaknesses include "lack of
comprehensiveness of the book in its subject area”, "lack of author's attention to
practical implications” and also "learning theories”. To conclude it should be said
that the author has not succeeded in fully observing the ten principles in her book.
For this reason, the book needs to be revised to address the shortcomings in order to
make it more effective.

Keywords: characteristics of academic textbook, English literature, history
of literary criticism
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. classical

Plato

. Avristotle
. Horace and Longinus
. renaissance and neoclassical criticism

criticism

. Sir Philip Sidney
. John Dryden and Alexander Pope
. Samuel Johnson

romantic and victorian criticism

. William Wordsworth
. Samuel Taylor Coleridge
. Matthew Arnold

. modern criticism

. T.S. Eliot

. new criticism

. structuralism

. Tzvetan Todorow

. Gerard Genette

. Jonathan Culler

. post-structuralism

. Jacques Derrida

. Jacques Derrida

. Jacques Lancan

. Michel Foucault
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1. Imaginary ‘Homeland’ and Constitution of a Collective Identity in Diasporic Experiences:
An Analysis of The Hundred Secret Senses by Amy Tan
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1. “Tradition and Individual Talent” (p. 93)
2. coherence
3. consistency
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