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University textbooks for official (legal) translation:
Reviewing and proposing a model for textbook development

Majid Fatahipour'

Abstract

Official Translation, that is also called Legal Translation, or Translation of
Correspondence and Documents is an extremely important enterprise that has a lot
of potential for creating many jobs in labor market, but received little attention in
terms of academic research. Official translation requires advanced knowledge of
general language (both source language and target language), familiarity with legal
knowledge of both source and target countries, and familiarity with translatable
documents. Translators should learn these skills through lots of practice; therefore, a
4-unit course of “translation of correspondence and related documents” is not
enough for mastering these skills. This paper critically studies the method of
translation teaching, reviews the existing official translation textbooks that are
published under the title of “translation of correspondence and documents”, assesses
market needs, and presents alternatives for a more systematic method of textbook
writing — all within the framework of theories such as Scopus in translation studies,
and also within the diverse modern educational-assessment frameworks, including
task-based technology-aided teaching. However, the other dimensions of these
textbooks will not be addressed here since they are beyond the scope of this
research. The findings of this research may throw some light on how the gap
between teaching and evaluation on the one hand, and the gap between knowledge
and skills on the other hand can be bridged, and show how translators can meet the
real-life and legitimate expectations in the official translation labor market.
Applying the guidelines suggested in this article may help establish a more reliable
link between university and official translation labor market, and also financial and
time costs in both sectors.

Keywords: official translation, legal translation, translation of corres-
pondence and documents, methods of teaching and assessment.
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1. | What is the closest meaning of () in article of association?
a) | Board of chairment + chaiman
b) | Board of chairman + director
¢) | Board of directors + chairman
d) | Board of managers + director
2. | Matching: write the letter from the Farsi right column in the space next to the number
in the left column in English.
Commercial code Wl
In person el S el Y
Company’s address LU PS4 B o
Right to vote Lasl oo ST F
Private joint lasl| O
Principle office P sle| #
Subsidiaries Syl 0 g6V
By proxy shg=| A
Share capital W, 4
Limited shares S aale | Ve
Quorum AR
Members \Y
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. true/false
. multiple choice
. matching
. formal-informal
. legal-lay
. general-specific

AN WN—



LAY VSRS PV P SRR S PPN g

S cpdlsas dio ks Sy (F 5 czdls 6,bss 0L o (F ¢ ims S iz (Y 030
o S s e 53 0l T Dl &7 350 s (7 Aee st A AL
da 5 0T O 15 0,8 S50 0T 53 2 (298 S5 5 K05 L5 e 5 56
:\.a:g-_;Lsug.)l_{.\_aw‘%.w#;-kmjéjjﬁéw)awj&.‘
cbb‘i&;w)bdlﬁcﬁb‘uw%rw&udul?u_wéfoh)))%bbw)
d@‘@?.@‘o:}é(w)wf)‘jl{\{}aﬁbQJ;OJLAT))}M)UL!bjiij)
LalT oy dazr 5 5l glads sad 5 B s sl O ga b ST ol 515 50 asks
35t 53 3,05 mal ok 55 (S 3ba oS e Dl 3 4ST0T i 5 s
obuT&)Ké\j‘)}aﬁ‘b(wjJ})ﬁdﬂ‘)w)ad‘éhjyﬂjw‘@y
L}LJJ\J.{g!}_:;«wjolf)lf»ub&g;od&wjabafjs&.a.,\im.\Sw
f.ﬂ&u\,:u_j;uT,K)ljp,;JW‘s\jﬁuuug;vﬁljs1,&;}zi,u;w
b ) sl daz 5 ey Dlegshe 4y SRS el a2 )3 5 LS ST
Yo . L A

ST ) Sl 05 plre S b S5 8505 5,5 ) 6,8 0 b e
o Sladlen 8L (gl Aole o 2 b cdieat 0315 55k B L 5 a0 pbe (g5l
3l sy IOl (6)sle Lol (Gl iy I e & das o Cws & ol 5
Sl S48 (slap b oy o 5 (51 aazr 5SS (slayl il Ja - (518 S5 (sl
G ol o O e s i 2 1§ e 50 4 O e Jloj Bl 4 o Olutir
il Gl a3 03,8 bS5 oSl (gl 9 Sl s slai 5 Calides (slas )5 ol an
4.;73\.3‘9_.'26_:Jj.pLg:li)'thcj)fai@u‘galt{c«ililjjsf\v\fﬁasjf;)ij))@:?
r}udﬂd(@\?#ﬁ&bb;b‘j\&uﬁ) 3151 3 slewl Joo oLl 540 50
318 5,8 L e s J gemn (o b Sl 3 5 iyl (o a3 51 )
C..u‘@j.pMujjz.acwjd:ijlﬁjuﬂbw)\vﬁcd},{

G\.:.a
et Ol @33k Sl (1) 5 (1) sl 5 S dax 7 (\FAA) e o3l 303
05 ol ol 201,65 < (1) 5 (1) sl 5 TS Az 7 (VWA) 3 30n S 5

1. Specialized legal corpus
2. Sketch Engine
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