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The Best Practice in Developing Asynchronous Online Educational Materials:
the Attitudes of Educational Materials Experts in Developing University
Textbooks for the Students of the Humanities

Abstract
There has been a surge of interest in asynchronous E-learning throughout the
literature in the past few decades. However, the literature falls short on how local
educational materials developers perceive this phenomenon. The present study, then,
set out to investigate the attitudes of Iranian experts as to the best practice in
designing and developing asynchronous online educational materials. In so doing,
the 12 educational materials experts who were supposed to supervise the first
generation of SAMT’s electronic educational materials project took part in the
study. The data were collected through semi-structured interviews and then,
analyzed using thematic analysis. The findings revealed three major themes 1)
needs-orientedness covering needs analysis with regard to discipline and course,
considering the new generation students’ educational style and inclinations, ensuring
the usability of the materials, and considering local factors.;2) learning-orientedness,
which included three components, namely organization of the components and steps
of teaching, interaction-centeredness, and assignment-centeredness.;3) materials
enrichment was containing the subcategories of going beyond the boundaries of
printed books and quality control. The theoretical and practical implications of the
study were discussed.

Keywords: best practice, E-learning, asynchronous learning, multimedia
learning environment, expert attitudes
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