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A Critical Reflection on the Interpretation of Transcendental Idealism in
Substrata of Knowledge

Mostafa Zali'

Abstract
The aim of this investigation aim is the critical review of interpretation of

transcendental idealism based on the book Substrata of Knowledge. Transcendental
idealism is one of the controversial theses in Kant's philosophy concerning the
relation between the appearance and the thing-in-itself and has become the source of
various interpretive currents and the dispute about it continues; so that, some
consider this distinction as an epistemological distinction and see it as two ways of
considering a single object. Others, on the other hand, see this distinction as an
ontological distinction; in the second group, some consider this distinction entail the
realization of objects in two different worlds (two worlds interpretation) and others
consider this distinction to refer to two different categories of single object
attributes. In this article, using the analytical method, aftar reviewing the various
interpretation concerning this Kant's philosophy, Substrata of Knowledge is
critically and Library. According to this book, transcendental idealism, that is, the
commitment to the existence of things-in-themselves and the effect of them on
cognition, is completely incompatible with Kant's principles; finally this article
shows that the interpretation of this Kants doctrine is among the two worlds
interpretations; but, by reference to the recent Kantian studies, it will be shown that
this interpretation is consistent and defensible in the framework of Kant's
philosophy.

Keywords: Kant, thing-in-itself, two-worlds interpretation, Substrata of
Knowledge, appearan
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