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The Critique of the Method of Writing Islamic Proper Nouns in books
Translated from European Languages into Persian

Hosein Imanian®

Abstract

Translation work between both languages is very difficult, time-consuming and
requires experience. Apart from the two conditions of familiarity with the first and
second language, knowledge of the subject and research in that field is also a very
valuable condition; the matter that seems to have been underestimated by some
Persian-speaking translators in translating books written on the history and culture
of Iran and Islam into European languages. This is more evident when writing or
recording the names of people, places, books, etc. (proper nouns), revealing the
extent of the translator's expertise and knowledge. In the present article, some
mistakes of Persian translators in recording Arabic-Islamic names when translating
texts from Latin languages (English, French, German, etc.) are presented and in the
end, the ways out of this problem are explained. The research method was analytical
and based on data (errors) that the author noted while reading some translated books.
Our aim is for translators to be aware of the value of correct spelling of Islamic
proper noun, and for publishers to avoid publishing books full of mistakes by using
editors who are experts in Arabic in this field.

The most important reason for these mistakes, in addition to the difference
between Arabic and Persian script and European scripts, is the translator's ignorance
of the subject of the text and the publishers' lack of use of expert editors. Some of
the solutions to prevent such mistakes are as follows: publishers, editors should
choose one of the trends of Arabic literature and linguistics, Islamic history and
culture; The translation of texts related to the history and culture of Islam and Arabs
should be entrusted to Arabic experts who have learned English; in order to find the
correct recording of some proper nouns, the translator should look at the
encyclopedias and dictionaries of proper nouns in the Arabic language, and at least
for the cases where he does not know the origin of the proper noun, he should give
its Latin equivalent in the footnote; The non-specialist translator should study the
rules that have been compiled about the way of writing non-Arabic or Persian
words. Although these solutions can reduce the errors in recording proper names to
some extent, none of them can be as beneficial as the translator's expertise and
knowledge of the subject.

Keywords: knowledge of the subject, proper noun, Arabic script, Latin
script, translation, translation criticism.
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