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Identifying the Criteria and Indicators of
Authentic Writing in Academic Scientific Writing

Milad Shirdel*
Keyvan Salehi?
Hajar Qadirian®

Abstract
Considering the changes that are taking place in higher education environment,
improving the quality of scientific writing is one of the main goals of the educational
system and the main concerns of university faculty members, students and scientists.
For this purpose, it is necessary to identify the quality levels of its features and
perform continuous and detailed exercises in order to acquire and improve
capabilities through self-evaluation and experts’ assessment. Authenticity in writing
is one of the most important features of academic scientific writing. The aim of the
present study was to identify the criteria and indicators of authentic writing in
academic scientific writing. Data were collected using a phenomenological method
and semi-structured interview of 12 members of the Faculty of Psychology and
Education of University of Tehran who were selected through the criterian sampling
method. The finding led to the identification of 52 indicators and classificaton of 7
criteria including "freelance writing", "source selection and writing ethics",
"execution of writing ethics”, "argumentative writing", "writing probably",
"usefulness" and "reflection of the researcher's thought and attitude". Results
confirmed undeniable importance of authentic writing in academic scientific writing
and the necessity of education based on its criteria. Education and evaluation of
research texts based on identified criteria and indicators can be useful in improving
the quality of academic scientific writing. At the end of the research, suggestions
were presented to improve the authenticity of academic scientific writing.
Keywords: scientific writing, authentic writing, academic writing, writing
ethics, phenomenology
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