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Representation of Teaching Speaking Skill in Persian Language Textbooks
Based on Communicative Approach: A Case Study of Mina Textbooks

Ghazale Norouzpour?
Azita Abbasi?
Shohreh Sadat Sajjadi Kouchesfahani®

Abstract
Language teaching books are one of the tools to strengthen language skills of

language learners. Since different teaching approaches play an important role in
transferring the content of educational resources, examining how these approaches
are represented in textbooks can help improve the quality of language learning. One
of the teaching approaches that has received much attention in language teaching so
far is the communicative approach and has led to the practical and interactive
use of a second/foreign language. The present study aims to evaluate how the
communicative approach is represented in teaching speaking skill through the
speaking-based activities in Mina Textbooks of teaching Persian to non-Persian
speakers. To this end, first with the study of the literature related to the research
topic, a checklist has been prepared based on some experts’ viewpoints in the
communicative education field. Then, the speaking-oriented activities of three
volume of Mina Textbooks have been collected, examined and categorized into
individual, two-person and group activities. Analyzing these speaking-based
activities according to the checklist, they were rated based on the Likert scale. The
results of the observations in this research show that the claim of the authors of the
Mina collection that the implementation of book exercises is possible only based on
the communicative approach of language teaching is evident to a large extent in the
speech activities of the first and third volumes of the collection. However, the
second volume, despite including topics related to real life and interactive situations,
has few speech production activities, so it is expected that the speaking skill will be
given enough attention in the second volume as well.

Keywords: communicative approach, Mina Textbooks, Persian educational
content, Persian language teaching, speaking skill
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