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Visual analysis of the images of the book of ""Conversations for Persian
language learners as a second language'* based on visual components by
""David Hill"" and the social-cultural capital theory by ""Bourdieu."

Fatemeh Jafari®, Reza Morad Sahraei?

Abstract
Using a visual analysis method, this study examines the pictorial contents of
‘Conversation’, a book designed for the learners of Farsi as a foreign language. The
book contains many pictures and specifically focuses on learners’ oral
communication skills at Level Al (i.e., elementary). The main aim of the study is to
understand the characteristics of the pictures used in an elementary teaching material
from an instructor’s perspective. In doing so, first, a quantitative analysis determined
the number and types of the pictures used. Next, Bourdieu’s cultural-social capital
framework was used to identify the cultural and social components of the Iranian
linguistic society. Then, based on the identified components (i.e., cultural, social,
and identity-based), the pictures of the book were scrutinized to understand
whether/how they represented the characteristics of the Iranian society. The analysis
of findings reveals several essential features that must be considered when
producing pictorial contents for teaching and learning materials for the learners of
Farsi as a foreign language.

keywords: Image, Farsi language education, book of Conversation, image
types, social cultural capital
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