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University Research Methods Textbooks as Agents of Socialization of
Students into Ethical Guidelines: A Comparative Case Study

Alireza Rasti', Seyyed Ayatollah Razmjoo?

Abstract
University textbooks, especially those taught at a bachelor’s degree, are considered

as a point of departure of students’ socialization into certain issues. In other words,
they establish, internalize, and reinforce particular values, beliefs, skills, and
knowledge types and shape their worldviews in a more durable way. Therefore, it is
imperative that their content be scrutinized in a more scientific and systematic way.
Along the same lines, the present case study has sought to compare and contrast
research methods textbooks published by the Iranian university textbook publishers
of Samt, Payame Noor, and Rahnama Publications whose books are extensively
used in the field of language education, with similar textbooks published by
prestigious international publishers of Oxford University Press, Sage Publications,
and Cambridge University Press, in terms of the likely inclusion of ethical
considerations and to identify their (dis)similarities thereby providing the respective
policymaker and textbook compiler with a more thorough view of it. The
investigation examined the front matter, main body, and the back matter of the said
university textbooks to see, with respect to research ethics, what issues had been
included/excluded and how they had been represented in/through them. It was found
that, whereas the textbooks published by international publishers laid more emphasis
on research ethics, the domestic authors had either ignored or treated them
implicitly. Further, the materials developed by the international publishers drew
attention to dealing with research ethics throughout a work and were expressed in
such a way as to arouse a sense of urgency in the audience.

Keywords: university textbooks, research ethics, socialization, international
publishers, research methods textbooks
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10.6.3 Conducting an Interview
There are certain principles to be considered by the interviewers in conducting an
interview. The following suggestions may help researchers to conduct the interview
in such a way that more reliable and valid pieces of information can be obtained.
10.6.3.1 Preparing for the Interview
The interviewer should be quite clear on the areas upon which the questions should
be prepared. Asking appropriate questions which are quite relevant to the variables
in the research question is of great importance. Since interviews take a lot of time,
the interviewer should conduct the interview with preparation to avoid waste of time
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(2): Indirect observation is not as systematic as the direct observation. Of course,

when the observation is indirect and unknown, the obtained data are quite natural.
However, ethical principles of research do not allow the invasion of the privacy of

the people (V0¥ . o (\YAA (sala ).
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(3): ... the interviewer should establish rapport with the interviewee through
pleasant and enthusiastic behavior. Any attempt which might put pressure on the

interviewee should be avoided altogether (00 . o (\YAA ((ssla 3).
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The second topic to cover is research ethics, which is a curiously neglected issue

in much applied linguistics research and often surfaces only when researchers

realize that they need to produce some ‘ethical clearance’ for their study if they want
to submit the results to obtain a postgraduate degree or to be published in certain

journals ... (FA . o YoV (gl 5,52).
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The primary principle of research ethics is that no mental or physical harm should
come to the respondents as a result of their participation in the investigation. This

principle overrides all other considerations. (Y AR AN EITE)

@}))@wjlrp\wT@AQ@S@\a\ﬁ;kd}\i—\):Q}\y\ib\:fﬁ
Sla>Me e ool ol il (65 4 g0 anlllae j5 0SS 8 CS Hline a5
Syls S

(Y00 8) Jgw 855 g W) Cone Jged 3)) g0 Cule 5 O s (o 2 o0
35 53 d (YWD (6l Sy55 5 (Y2 08) Jpw ST OLS Ol (650 5 b (slastilon
i e oL 3 sy GO ol (s oK 3 sy 4 S
3 S (oS S s b A A Ll s Jemie OIS 55 a5 e
S ias a5l 5 ) g1 35 g0 ABSCE e 1y o8 s 8 Sty mller 5 MBSl
A1 63 Sy Y00V 6l G583 Ogred Y10 8) g S OS¢t g3 GO ay
plai 53 15 La0T (o iy 5 (B LDl s a5 &8 Lime (s 6305 dshe ol 0
530l Siags 0B als ol e . Lls oo wen b XXTTT . o) (2055 Al 5 ol e
Ol g3 plu by daly jlodeT , S OS5 Sl s b agarl g 5l OT o
Cat e S iy 53 (IS i 35555 sl ansls |y OT by > 5 i
L AL Ll on (a5 G L i 53 5 aiad oyl sl & Ll &S
4S5 o phon o g LIS iy 5 Dl pte S g Sl el (Y00 8) g ST (s gioma iy
Ll ST &1 dpanaler (S505 5 (K sl A S ool imy g 40
Moy ol 0T a0 Gler Joad) Jod 65 457l esdle o 6168 & 08 o0
S e g gty i | 0 5SS O3 n 5 DS sl 3 038
3345 S S 0T (al wliws iy Sha s SN & gis 4 Cand O IS5 Sy
3 Oliiue (187 o slgidey (g Joorlpa SLET 51 5 1l 0 o L5 B gt
2058l D) o g el (Sen T (IS IS o 5 ag b b il
3 Lo i 53 b g0 OS5 b ki 50KV L (2) €S (s o by ey S
13,10 los s ST OT 5 b ol ST LS Calies (glac bt



VD e N J gl &) Cand Bl il (6 dydmal 1500 Blie & b g3 s Kty o8
< 50) & S s 8y DRt ale & pmrgf gy (A -

Before writing the proposal, it is useful to consider the ethical issues that can be
anticipated and described in the proposal. These issues relate to all phases of the

research process (Y. o Y+ +4 «Jgw S).
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Consider one of the following ethical dilemmas that may face a researcher.
Describe ways you might anticipate the problem and actively address it in your

research proposal ... (Y. 0 (Y4 «Jgw ).
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