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A Critique on the Book Assessment of Iran’s Foreign Policy patterns
between two revolutions by Introduce Historical Sociology of Foreign
Policy

Shahla. Najafi® Mehdi Zibaei?

Abstract

Foreign policy as a field of study of international relations is usually analyzed
from this point of view. However, with the entry of historical sociology into
international relations and the multifactoring of events, analytics that considered
the state as a general and integrated actor whose behavior is determined by
systemic elements were doubted, because these theories did not explain the
historical and complex trends that states act/react at the system. In this
connection, the book “Assessment of Iran's Foreign Policy patterns between
two revolutions: from constitutional revolution to the 1953 coup d'état (vol 1)”
by Ruhollah Eslami has studied the patterns of Iran's foreign policy from the
constitution to the coup d'état of August 28, from the perspective of political
thought and the idealism dialectic due to the political thought of Iranians and the
atmosphere of domestic politics and forces and realism dominate to the
international environment and the behavior of transnational actors, affected by
this dialectic. The objective of this paper is to critique the theoretical,
methodological and historical dimensions and want to show the innovative
aspect of the mentioned book. The main question,What are the strengths and
weaknesses of the Islamic book in analyzing Iran's foreign policy in a historical
process? And what approach can be proposed to overcome the shortcomings of
the Islamic approach? It seems that using positivist and idealist ontology and
epistemology will lead to essentialism in the analysis of socio-political events.
The approaches that emphasize the mixed method and confluence, consider
various variables in the historical process are a solution to solve the
shortcomings of the main currents. Conclusion is that the novelty of the book is
that it has analyzed the foreign policy of Iran by using the components of
ancient Iranian political thought, but by using two research methods, realism and
constructivism, due to its shortcomings, he has not been able to analyze the
different dimensions of Iran's foreign policy. Since the approach of this research
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is to use historical sociology of foreign policy, the research method is to use
qualitative and historical analysis. The method of collecting information is
library resources and Internet sites.

Keywords: Critique of book, Iran's foreign policy, Idealism and realism,
Historical Sociology of Foreign Policy
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