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A Critical Historical Perspective on the Curriculum of the Persian
Language and Literature major in Terms of Its compliance with
Societal Needs and Employability

Abdolrasoul Shakerit

Abstract
In this article, the curricula of the Persian Language and Literature program were

examined over the past hundred years in terms of their alignment with societal needs
and employability. This investigation begins with the first program established at the
Central Teacher Training Institute (Darol-Mo'allemin Markazi) in 1297 SH (1918
CE) and concludes with the latest modifications made in the early years of 1390 SH
(2011 CE). Given the research question and its hypothesis, a historical research
methodology was employed. The findings indicate that the initial program of this
discipline was characterized by a mission-oriented focus (training teachers and
instructors) and was successfully implemented in institutions such as
Darol-Mo'allemin Markazi, the Higher Teacher Training Institute (Darol-Mo'allemin
Aali), and Higher Training College (Daneshsaraye Aali). In 1317 SH (1938 CE),
Daneshsaraye Aali and its distinguished faculty joined the Faculty of Literature at
the University of Tehran, where the program for Literature continued without
significant alteration. This curriculum was developed in response to the need for
training teachers and instructors for schools in Iran, with a predominant emphasis on
classic literature, text reading, and Arabic language. Our analysis reveals that the
success of this program, aligned with its mission and bolstered by the prominence of
the faculty involved in its development and instruction over the years, has been
substantial enough to hinder essential changes that would address societal needs.
With this historical barrier identified, we propose significant reforms, particularly at
the undergraduate level, to align this discipline more closely with societal demands
and enhance employability.

Keyword: Persian Language and Literature program, historical research,
employability, Daneshsaraye Aali, University of Tehran
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