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A Critical Review of the Discrepancies and Shortcomings in the
Teaching of Punctuation Marks in Persian Writing and Editing
Textbooks

Abdolrasoul Foroutan!

Abstract
Historically, punctuation marks played only a minor role in Persian script; however,

today they have become integral components of Persian writing. In later periods,
following exposure to European sources, most of these marks were introduced into
Persian. Nevertheless, the absence of clear regulations suited to the structure of the
script, alongside individual preferences and certain printing constraints, has led to
inconsistencies in their usage. Such inconsistencies have also found their way into
school textbooks, where significant divergences can be observed in the presentation
of punctuation marks and the specification of their functions. Even with regard to
the historical background of these marks in Persian script, no scholarly consensus
exists. Moreover, the textbooks suffer from various shortcomings and, given the
expansion of modern technologies, they are in general need of revision. For
example, some marks no longer serve any practical function in contemporary
writing and ought to be discarded, while the inclusion of additional marks appears
necessary. Most sources also fail to provide comprehensive and precise information
concerning spacing conventions for punctuation. Considering the vast number of
available sources, the present study, adopting a descriptive—analytical approach,
focuses only on the most widely published textbooks. Evidently, when instructional
materials exhibit such divergences and deficiencies — and, in some cases, even
contradict their own stated rules—teaching punctuation marks accurately and
systematically becomes a challenging task. It is therefore recommended that the
Academy of Persian Language and Literature, as the primary policymaking
institution in matters of Persian script and language, take an active role in
standardizing and regulating the rules governing punctuation.
Keywords: Punctuation marks, Persian script, Education, Textbooks, Writing

and Editing.
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