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Assessing Research Problem Statement Quality:
A Mixed = Methods Exploration of Indicators Development and

Comparative Evaluation in Behavioral Studies

Pari Fahndezh Saadi', Dr. Keyvan Salehi?

Abstract
The problem statement, as the cornerstone of research, directs the trajectory of all

scholarly endeavors by precisely delineating the knowledge gap between current and
desired states. However, evidence indicates that this critical component—despite its
foundational role in guiding and validating research has been systematically
neglected. Neither a framework of measurable indicators for its assessment nor a
structured evaluation of its quality in behavioral science studies has been developed.
To address this, a mixed - methods exploratory design was employed. This study
aimed to identify quality assessment indicators for research problem statements and
evaluate their current application in behavioral science theses. Purposive sampling
with inclusion/exclusion criteria was applied to domestic and international
databases. Phase One identified and analyzed 50 relevant documents, resulting in a
framework of 60 quality indicators categorized into 11 criteria. Phase Two assessed
adherence to these indicators in 32 theses. Evaluation revealed the highest and
lowest rates of indicator adherence per criterion were: 'Alignment with Research
Objectives' (71. 32%) and 'Scope Limitation and Focus' (64.5%). Other criteria
adherence rates were: Clarity and Transparency (54.9%); Significance and Necessity
(52%); Evidence and Literature Basis (50.9%); Logical and Scientific Justification
(50.7%); Testability and Operational Feasibility (48.5%); Originality (48.4%);
Acrticulation of Conceptual Relationships (43.3%); Support for Future Research
(42.2%); Reflection, Root-Cause Analysis, and Identification of Scientific/Research
Gaps (37.5%). Data analysis showed that among the 60 indicators, only one (‘Direct
Alignment with Research Objectives’) demonstrated significant adherence at the
'Mastery' level (>85%). Statistical analysis of the 32 theses confirmed none achieved
mastery-level adherence across all indicators. The widespread neglect of key
problem statement criteria highlights the need to integrate them into research
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training and evaluation, improving academic writing standards. This study enhances
students' and evaluators' awareness of scientific problem formulation, offering
academic writing improvement strategies.

Keywords: scientific writing, Problem Statement and presentation of researchs,
theses, research quality assessment, and behavioral sciences.
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