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Indicators for Assessing the Quality of Research Suggestions in Scientific
Writing and Evaluation of Adherence to Them in Behavioral Sciences Studies:
A Mixed-Methods Exploratory Study

Fateme Shakeri' Keyvan Salehi'Shakiba Razeghy”

ABSTRACT

The research suggestions as an extract of all the efforts in research implementation can
provide the context to reduce the gap between the current and the desired situation.
Despite the importance of research suggestions, surveys show that this sector is far from
the expected attention and transparency. Therefore, in the present study, with mixed
exploratory research methods, an attempt was made to represent the research
suggestions, identify quality assessment indicators, and evaluate the current status of
these in behavioral sciences. In the first part, 33 related documents were identified and
studied in reputable domestic and international databases, and a system of quality
assessment indicators was developed based on 60 indicators and categorized into 12
criteria. In the second part, to evaluate the quality of suggestions in theses in the field of
behavioral sciences, 33 master's and doctoral theses defended during 2021-2023 were
assessed. The highest and lowest levels of compliance with the indicators were allocated
to the criterion of relevance to research objectives at 79% and the criterion of having the
ability to be implemented at 45.5%, respectively. in other the evaluation of risks
(67.5%); accurate and clear writing(66.8%); peer review(64.6%); providing impactful
suggestions(64.5%); scientifically justified (50.5%); originality and importance of
suggestions (48%); having a connection with previous studies (48%); supporting future
research (47%) were ranked.In the section on statistical inference, data analysis using the
chi-square test and binomial test revealed that among 60 indicators for assessing the
quality of research proposals, only one indicator, titled "direct alignment with research
objectives," was significantly adhered to (equivalent to 2%, categorized as "at mastery
level™). Furthermore, a statistical examination of 33 studied documents regarding the
achievement of mastery level in adhering to these indicators showed that none met the
threshold for mastery (adherence at the 0.885 significance level). This high non-
compliance with fundamental indicators in formulating research proposals highlights the
need to address this issue. Therefore, it is essential to expressly incorporate training on
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quality indicators for drafting research proposals into research methodology courses and
evaluation worksheets for research documents. The findings of this study provide a
foundation for enhancing students' and evaluators' understanding of writing scientific
proposals and assessing the quality of published works. Finally, recommendations for
improving the quality of academic writing are presented.

Keywords: scientific writing, suggestion and presentation of researchs, theses,
research quality assessment, and behavioral sciences
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