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Considering the dependence of educational systems on books and materials,
especially ESP textbooks that more closely linked with real context of use,
the present study addresses methodological and epistemological
shortcomings in this area through integrating sequential factor analysis with
structural analysis in a balanced impacts matrix to develop a model of ESP
textbooks inadequacies. To this end, some frequently used specialized
textbooks in humanities were selected by purposive sampling. In addition to
utilizing an expert panel for conducting semi-structured interviews, data
were collected through systematic review and document analysis.Then,
initial propositions were extracted using content analysis. Subsequently, a
five-point Likert scale consisting of 25 items was subjected to Pearson
correlation estimation for reliability assessment and confirmatory factor
analysis for final validation. The results of the exploratory factor analysis
showed that the construct of inadequacies in this area comprises 20
variables, which are categorized into four factors based on eigenvalue:
theoretical, structural, procedural-process, and contextual. Furthermore, the
results of the confirmatory factor analysis indicated that this construct has a
good fit index in the Iranian context (Chi-square 1.02; Norm-based Fit
Index 0.92; Comparative Fit Index 0.92; and Root Mean Square Error of
Approximation 0.02). Structural analysis of the variables in the balanced
scorecard matrix also showed that theoretical-methodological foundation,
interactive needs assessment, and resource alignment are the main axes of
the scenario for addressing shortcomings in this field. In addition to
providing valid input for predictive research, these findings offer a suitable
perspective for creating desirable changes for researchers and actors.
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