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The present study aims to analyze the historiographic discourse in
academic books on Iranian history and to explore the transition from
the dominant discourse of "political history" to "civilizational history
discourse." Using an integrated approach to discourse analysis
(Fairclough's three-level model and Wodak's historical approach) and
relying on the theory of discourse transformation, 20 book titles from
Samt Publications (10 general history titles and 10 history of culture
and civilization titles) over the past two decades (1380-1403) were
purposefully selected and analyzed using a combined checklist
(including quantitative and qualitative indicators). Quantitative findings
show that the average percentage of civilizational chapters in general
history books is 24.3% and in history of culture and civilization books
is 95.7%. It is worth noting that in general history books, the average
percentage of civilizational chapters has increased from 20.8% in the
1380s to 36.1% in the 1390s, indicating a "gradual and incomplete
transition" from political discourse to civilizational discourse.
Qualitative findings also show significant differences in the starting
point of the narrative, central characters, and patterns of explanation of
causes in the two types of books. Bibliographic analysis (439 entries
from the book "Makhaz Shenasi", 2019) also confirms the relative
dominance of civilizational discourse (58%) in the body of
contemporary historical research. This study, by providing evidence of
the coexistence and competition of the two political and civilizational
discourses in academic books, highlights the need to review the policy-
making of history textbooks.
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